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HONOURABLE SPEAKER OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

HONOURABLE LEADER OF THE HOUSE 

HONOURABLE LEADER OF OPPOSITION PARTIES 

HONOURABALBE MEMBERS, 

Allow me at the very outset, to thank this Honourable House for 

providing me with the opportunity to brief it on the National 

Response on COVID – 19, also known as Corona Virus as I do so 

today, It gives me great humility as Chairperson of the Cabinet 

Sub- Committee on the fight against Corona Virus which was later 

named COVID - 19, to present to this Honourable House, an 

account of  the activities of the National Emergency Command 

Centre (NECC) since its launch on 18 March 2020. 

The Honourable House will recall that in December, 2019, the 

Government of the People’s Republic of China officially declared 

the first patient of CORONA VIRUS in Wuhan city in the province 

of Hubei. The House will recall that the Government of China had 

to take extreme measure of social distancing and imposed a 

lockdown in that city. Many of the countries of the world 

including Lesotho, were then preoccupied with how to assist their 

citizens trapped in Wuhan or worse to  repatriate them, little was 

known that this Corona Virus will spread all over the world  as it 

has today with  unprecedented loss of lives. 

 

Honourable Speaker 

At the global level, World Health Organisation (WHO), declared 

the Corona Virus (COVID – 19) as a Public Health Emergency of 

International concern on 30 January, 2020 and urged all countries 

to embark on measures to be implemented in fighting this disease 

such as social distancing and washing of hands frequently. 
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On 11 March, 2020 the WHO raised the bar of the spread of this 

Corona Virus and declared COVID – 19 as a pandemic. This House 

will recall that immediately the Government of Lesotho had 

already banned all international travel for Government Officials 

and Parastatals on 10 March, 2020 in order to stop spread of the 

virus in the country. Subsequently, the Government of Lesotho 

through the Right Honourable the Prime Minister Dr. Motsoahae 

Thomas Thabane declared COVID – 19 as an Emergency on 18 

March, 2020. Then the Cabinet Sub-Committee was formed to 

spearhead National Response on COVID – 19. The Lesotho Convention 

Centre was officially opened by the Honourable Deputy Prime Minister as 

the National Emergency Command Centre (NECC) to serves as a strategic 

Command and coordination mechanism for all Government Ministers, 

Agencies, Local Government Structures and other stakeholders in the 
implementation of the national Response on COVID – 19.  

 

Since its launch, the Command Centre has undertaken the following: 

 Approved integrated national response plan and budget 

 Timely Declaration of the State of Emergency of COVID-19 

 Promulgation of the legal framework for the Lockdown and the legal 

team is commended for its work. 

 Timely and Successful enforcement of nationwide lockdown for 

prevention  

 Approved economic and social mitigation strategy  and plan 

Integrated a multi-dimensional personnel to work together on National 

Response on COVID-19, and as established District Emergency Operation 

Centres (DEOCs) 

 

Honourable Speaker 

Honourable Members 

 

During this current lockdown, the Command Centre will be focusing on the 

following activities aimed at ensuring that Health and Safety of Basotho is a 
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priority, while mindful of their daily livelihoods that have been impacted by 

the lockdown which has affected negatively the  daily economic activities ;  

Snowball activities.  

1. The Ministry of Health will continue with its comprehensive 

screening and testing of Basotho giving priority to those working and 

studying in the Republic of South Africa to ensure that they do not 

lose their jobs and places in Schools once the lockdown in South 

Africa is uplifted. To date, there has been 28 suspected cases that has 

been tested and all have been  found to be  negative.  Nonetheless, 

there has been thousands Basotho who came in the country, who 

have come through illegal crossings. Around two thousand, nine 

hundred and eighty-seven (2,987) people have been put under 

surveillance and observation to monitor if at all they will develop 

COVID-19 signs and symptoms while undergoing self-quarantine. 

The District Public Health Personnel is monitoring them.  Active 

search and surveillance has been initiated by the Command Centre 

Analysis Cluster and areas such as Dille Dille, Sixondo and 

Mokhotlong along Tlhanyaku and Sani Pass have been identified as 

hotspots or risk areas for COVID-19. Intensive surveillance and active 

search is still continuing at the community levels. Testing continues 

to be intensified at all health facilities. Our national referral 

Laboratory Services are finalising the installation of the testing 

equipment which has been donated by the WHO to undertake testing 

locally. Currently National Institute for Communicable Diseases 

(NICD) in South Africa is been used to test samples of COVID -19 from 

Lesotho. 

2. Government will also be continuing to capacitate Districts to cope 

with the challenges posed by COVID – 19 including equipping 

isolation and quarantine facilities with necessary specialised 

equipment such as Oxygen Ventilators, Patient Monitors and beds. 

3. The Ministry of Health continues to train nurses, doctors, village 

health workers and Local Government structures on COVID - 19.  

4. The Government will also fumigate and disinfect areas such as local 

markets, taxi ranks and other risky areas. 

5. Government will further monitor closely the trend of this pandemic 

more especially in the Republic of South Africa which is the only 
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neighbour to Lesotho with the aim of taking appropriate decisions 

regarding lockdown and Humanitarian assistance measures. 

 

Honourable Speaker,  

COVID – 19 is a Pandemic of an unprecedented magnitude. As a result, all 

countries of the world including Lesotho were never ready to deal with a 

challenge of this nature. It poses strain on the available human capacity, 

financial and material resources thus requiring collaboration by all 

humanity in order to save lives. It is against this background that this 

Honourable House is requested to approve the State of Emergency for six 

months in line with the motion tabled by the Leader of the House. The 

requested six months will be critical in enabling Government to undertake 
appropriate measures aimed at protecting people living in Lesotho. 

In order to defeat this pandemic, strong coordination and communication 

cannot be overemphasised. It therefore calls on all of us to maintain close 

cooperation at all levels of Leadership in order to ensure that the necessary 

cohesion is realised. I therefore call on this Honourable House to exercise 

its mandate of providing Leadership and advice to our efforts as we face 

this pandemic. 

Let us all remember that wisdom does not resonate in an individual but in a 

Community. Even though Lesotho does not have a case to date, we should 

never be destructed from focusing on this pandemic as its impact could be 

catastrophic on our people. 

In concluding my remarks, Honourable Members, I wish to expressly 

comment our officials and everyone who sacrificed themselves during this 

critical time when everyone else went into lockdown fearing for their lives 

and chose to stand steadfast to protect their fellow citizens against this 

monster. They deserve our full support and less of our condemnation for 

credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred 

by dust and sweat and blood; “if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, 

so that his place shall never be with those cold timid souls who neither 

know Victory nor defeat.” 
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I thank you for your attention!!!!!!!! 

  

 


