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Statement by the Right Honourable the Prime Minister 

Dr. Moeketsi Majoro at the Meeting of the African Union 

Peace and Security Council held in Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia on the 9th March 2021. 

 

Your Excellency,  Uhuru Kenyatta, the President of the 

Republic of Kenya and Chair of the African Union Peace 

and Security Council (PSC) for March 2021,  

 

Your Excellencies, Heads of State and Government, 

Excellency Chairperson of the AU Commission, 

Excellency Commissioner for  Peace and Security, 

Distinguished Representatives of Member States of the 

African Union Peace and Security Council,  

 

Ladies and gentlemen,  
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Let me begin my statement by commenting you, Your 

Excellency, President Kenyatta, for taking the 

chairmanship of the PSC for the month of March 2021 

and convening this important session on sustainable 

peace in our continent.  

 

We note from the beginning that without sustainable 

peace in Africa, we cannot achieve any of our objectives 

outlined in our Agenda 2063. The Kingdom of Lesotho 

pledges to support you for the duration of your 

chairmanship of the African Union Peace and Security 

Council and applauds you for bringing important 

matters before the PSC for consideration during your 

tenure as Chair. 

 

Excellencies, 

 

In December 2021 in our Extraordinary Summit on 

Silencing the Guns in Africa, we reflected on the state 

of peace and security in our continent. It was obvious 

then that rather than the guns being silent they were 

blazing. It was not just the blazing of guns in our 



2 
 

individual countries, but we were beginning to see 

interstate conflicts which we thought had been 

minimized.  

 

Ahead of our meeting on Silencing the Guns in 

December, we had approved an ambitious continental 

free trade programme which we all believe will 

revolutionise our trade and development trajectory.  

 

We however are fully conscious of the fact that trade 

and development are dependent on peace in our 

continent. This is why then and now we are bound to 

re-assess the state of war and peace in Africa. Our 

people desire development not wars.  

 

Chair, 

 

In my statement in the Extraordinary Summit on 

Silencing the Guns in December last year (2020) I 

reiterated my long-standing believe that the founding 

principles of the OAU later adopted by the AU must 

guide us in our assessments of the current 
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developments in Africa. Two of those founding 

principles are the inviolability of received colonial 

borders and the right of people to self-determination. 

Breech of any of those founding principles, will 

inevitably lead to conflict and wars.  

 

Chair,  

 

Lesotho unequivocally stands for the right of people to 

self-determination.  

We believe that the PSC must re-affirm that principle as 

a foundation of peace in Africa. Consequences of wars 

of liberation in Africa as a whole and Southern Africa 

Region in particular are dire.  

 

The scars have tended beyond those wars. It is for this 

reason that we recommend that the principle of the 

right to self-determination of all peoples must be re-

affirmed and supported by this Council without any 

resort to wars.   
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As we move to the assessment of the Extraordinary 

Assembly Decision in December 2020 (paragraph 15) 

Lesotho would like to reiterate the following: 

 

 1. The cease-fire agreement between Kingdom of 

Morocco and the Arab Democratic Republic of Sahrawi 

was mediated by the United Nations and the buffer 

zone which was in the hands of the United Nations 

Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara 

(MINURSO) must be  adhered to. The two AU Member 

States must be persuaded to return to the cease-fire. It 

is important to ensure that active warfare does not 

exist while the political measures are being taken to 

resolve the issue; 

 

2. Lesotho understands the context under which 

Decision Assembly/AU/Dec. 693(XXXI) was taken and 

that the Extraordinary  Summit on Silencing the Guns in 

December 2021 amended it by ensuring that the PSC at 

Head of State/Government Level was inserted in to 

make proposals on how the conflict can be brought to 

finality soon; 
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3. The primary issues which are contained in the 

Decision are about revitalisation of the Nouakchott 

mechanism which had not then taken off since 2018 

when it was taken. Assistance to the Secretary-General 

of the United Nations in working towards the re-

establishment of a cease-fire and arranging a 

referendum in Western Sahara to facilitate the self-

determination of the people of Western Sahara on their 

future is at the core of the decision. The Decision was 

not a divergence from the founding principles of both 

the OAU and the AU, but was about fine-tuning the 

mechanisms of implementation of the original decision. 

 

Excellencies, 

 

As I draw to a close my contribution to this matter let 

me emphasise that the Kingdom of Lesotho firmly 

believes that peace and security is the foundation of 

African development. Without sustainable peace Africa 

will continue to lack behind other continents. This is 

why we are pleased that you have brought not only this 

item for discussion, but also an earlier one about 

climate change.  



6 
 

 

The two are interlinked since we need strategies for 

dealing with both climate change and sustainable peace 

in our continent in order to ensure that future 

generations will be able to prosper in a hospitable 

environment and in peace.  

 

In accordance with the above we propose that the 

Troika should urgently initiate discussions with both 

the Kingdom of Morocco and the Arab Democratic 

Republic to return to the cease-fire agreement; 

 

Second, we recommend that the United Nations 

Secretary General should be availed of the concern of 

the PSC that the Special Envoy to Western Sahara has 

not yet been appointed several months after he left his 

post; 

 

Third, urge the Secretary General to do all in his power 

to make arrangements in coordination with the parties 

to organise a referendum in line with relevant United 

Nations Resolutions. 
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Excellencies, 

I thank you for your attention. 


