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OPENING SPEECH 
BY THE HONOURABLE MINISTER OF DEVELOPMENT PLANNING 
AT THE 
OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF THE LESOTHO NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF STATISTICS II (NSDS II) 2022/23-2026/27 
AT MASERU AVANI HOTEL, MARCH 23RD, 2022
Honourable Selibe Mochoboroane
The Master of Ceremonies, 

Allow me to start my speech by paying respects to

His Majesty King Letsie III;

The Right Honourable the Prime Minister;

Honourable President of Senate;

Honourable Speaker of the National Assembly;

President of the Court of Appeal;

His Lordship the Chief Justice;

Honourable Deputy Prime Minister;

Honourable Ministers;

Honourable Judges of the High Court;

Their Excellences Members of the Diplomatic Corps; and Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen.

Members of the Media Houses

It gives me great pleasure to be with you this morning to officially launch the second National Strategy for the Development of Statistics (NSDS II). As it has been mentioned earlier, the strategy will run from the financial year 2022/23 to 2026/27. The NSDS II has been formulated over the last two years by the Lesotho Bureau of Statistics (BOS) with support from Partnership for the Development of Statistics in the 21st Century (PARIS21) and the United Nations Regional Coordinating Office (UNRCO).
Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, statistics are a vital part of the development of any country, and Lesotho is no exception.  They are needed for evidence-based decision and policy making in order:
· To provide qualitative and quantitative measures of the development process;
· To allow the people of Lesotho to judge for themselves the implementation of policies and reforms; and 

· To support economic management and delivery of services.

Ladies and Gentlemen, as the need for data continues to increase with the adoption of more development commitments by the Government of Lesotho, the NSDS II provides a plan for developing capacity to produce, disseminate and mainstream the use of statistics in all sectors of the economy. 
I am informed that the NSDS II has been designed in line with the data requirements of NSDP II, and other frameworks such as the African Union Agenda 2063 and the United Nations Agenda 2030, to ensure that the development of statistical capacity in the country, responds to the development agenda in policy making. These require regular, timely, accurate, and disaggregated information to measure their effectiveness.
Ladies and Gentlemen, let me highlight a bit more on our NSDP II and the need for more and better statistics. During implementation of NSDP I, one of the important lessons learnt was the need for establishment of better and more robust, good governance and accountability systems. The NSDP II has therefore recognized this as one of its four Key Priority Areas (KPAs) covering inclusive growth, strengthening human capital, building enabling infrastructure and strengthening national governance and accountability systems. The NSDS II has therefore come at an opportune time to enable the monitoring of the targets set within the NSDP II.
Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like at this point to encourage MDAs, data providers and all users to collaborate fully with the BOS during implementation of NSDS II in closing the identified data gap of more than 40%. This will ensure that BOS realizes its main strategic objective indicated in the NSDS II, which is to be a trusted National Statistical System (NSS) in the production and dissemination of official statistics, by responding to diverse user demands, and with strong partnerships among stakeholders. This will be achieved through five strategic goals as highlighted in the opening remarks by the PS. Among these strategic goals, I want to bring your attention to modernization of the NSS. This involves building statistical systems and tapping into the administrative data to reduce the cost of statistical production, generate more data, and ensure resilience of the BOS against all pandemics affecting timely production of statistics. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to therefore call upon all our development partners in their continued support, to focus predominantly on assistance to development of statistical systems for the priority MDAs during this five-year period. 
Allow me at this point to commend BOS for the excellent work they have done in championing production of this strategy and the Ministries, Departments and Agencies, our Development Partners, Civil society Organizations, the Academia as well as the Private Sector, for their invaluable participation and contribution in the design of this important statistical strategy. 

Let me also extend our appreciation and indeed that of the Government of Lesotho to PARIS21 and the UNRCO for providing technical and financial assistance. Their continued support in development agenda does not go unnoticed.
Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, it is now my pleasure, to declare the Lesotho NSDS II document officially launched.

I thank you for your attention.
Khotso!!




Pula!!



Nala!!
